"CURTIS"

the holidays at Kelvedon Vicarage, in Essex, where his
grandfather was vicar for thirty years.

During those early days, Curtis-Bennett's diaries were
models of discretion. Perhaps the mind of the born
lawyer was revealed in his desire merely to record the
facts of his journeys and the precise time-table of meals,
excursions and withdrawals to bed. Certainly they were
not written for posterity, but he had made a habit that he
kept through life and he always averred that he was saving
himself trouble. Not in a single entry, however, did he
reveal what was in his mind and how the events of his
world affected the hopes and fears of an ambitious young
man who had decided to become a lawyer. He was
completely emotionless with a pen in his hand, and while
his brain was crowded with thoughts of his own future,
he committed to these pages only the matter-of-fact details
of his comings and goings.

Curtis-Bennett found himself ushered into the legal
profession by willing and ever-helping hands. The family
records, however, showed no ancestor for many genera-
tions in the " finest profession in the world " and indeed,
there had been few breaks in the line of Bennetts who were
country clergymen. His father took the name " Curtis "
as a hyphenated addition to the surname, because there
were two " Henry Bennetts " practising at the Bar, and
confusion resulted. The Essex churchyards are full of
tombstones with the name of Bennett, and Curtis in later
years made a hobby of visiting them. Further back this
branch of the Bennett family sprang from the .Benetts of
Pyt House, Wilts, where they have lived since at least early
in the twelfth century.
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